
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH190 January 31, 2012 
It’s time we create jobs, bring energy 

to the United States, and make Middle 
Eastern politics and turmoil irrelevant 
to our national and energy security. 
It’s time to think of the American peo-
ple because they can’t wait. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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AMERICAN HERO, JOHN ‘‘JACK’’ 
FRANCIS HANNIGAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember an American hero 
from this country’s Greatest Genera-
tion. John ‘‘Jack’’ Francis Hannigan 
was born March 27, 1918 to Frank 
Hannigan and Elsie Sternweiss 
Hannigan in New York City. He at-
tended parochial school throughout his 
life, obtaining a college degree and a 
law degree from St. John’s University 
in New York. Through his beloved sis-
ter Myrtle, he met the love of his life, 
Marion Josephine Ronayne, and he also 
fell in love with her large and caring 
Irish family. They were married on 
May 2, 1942 at Maxwell Air Force Base 
in Montgomery, Alabama, thus begin-
ning a union that lasted 67 years. 

Jack was a navigator and a lawyer in 
the United States Army Air Corps, 
serving during World War II in the Eu-
ropean theater of operations. As part of 
the 397th bomb group, also known as 
the Bridge Busters, he flew 70 combat 
missions in a B–26 Marauder, including 
three over Normandy Beach on D-Day. 
He earned a Purple Heart during his 
wartime service. In 1948, his commis-
sion as a JAG officer was transferred to 
the newly created United States Air 
Force. 

Jack’s and his wife’s military service 
spanned 30 years, living in Alabama, 
Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, New Mexico, Arizona, Ger-
many, Virginia, the Philippine Islands, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, and, of 
course, Texas. Throughout his service, 
he was awarded many medals of com-
mendation, including the Silver Star, 
the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Air Medal, the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, and the 
Army Commendation Ribbon. Upon re-
tirement, Colonel Hannigan received 
the Distinguished Service Medal in 1971 
at Randolph Air Force Base in Texas. 
The Hannigans retired to Allen, Texas, 
and were active parishioners at St. 
Jude’s Catholic Church. While there, he 
volunteered his legal services and his 
wife’s typing to many church members. 

Jack and Marion raised a large Irish 
Catholic family with six children. 
While the family is spread across the 
country, the love that Jack and Marion 
held for them is a bond that will for-
ever unite the Hannigan clan. Jack is 
survived by his children, John F. 
Hannigan, Jr., United States Air Force 
retired colonel of Colorado; Mary 
Gadow of Arizona; Barbara Clark of 
Massachusetts; Joan Johnston of Mas-

sachusetts; Dr. Jim Hannigan of Aus-
tin, Texas; Kathy Havel of Dallas, 
Texas; 14 grandchildren; and 10 great- 
grandchildren. He will also be remem-
bered for his quick wit, practical jokes, 
skill with crossword puzzles, love of 
sports—especially golf—and yes, his 
‘‘yes dears’’ to his wife, Marion. 

This Friday, on February 3, 2012, a 
memorial service will be held at Ar-
lington National Cemetery to honor his 
and his wife’s life of service to our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, the service of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hannigan to our country will 
never be forgotten. They serve as ex-
amples for our current generations of 
Americans to emulate. God bless their 
service, and God bless the United 
States of America. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, over the 
weekend, I read an article by the Asso-
ciated Press that the French have 
made a decision to fast-track their 
withdrawal from Afghanistan and bring 
troops home by the end of 2013 instead 
of the end of 2014. If France follows 
through with this accelerated draw-
down, they will join other countries 
like Canada and the Netherlands, who 
have also drawn down their forces in 
recent years. 

I believe these countries are on the 
right track. 

The Department of Defense has re-
cently been asked to find over $490 bil-
lion in cuts. We are currently spending 
$10 billion a month, which equates to 
$120 billion a year, in Afghanistan. By 
bringing our troops home now, we 
would be saving hundreds of billions of 
dollars, which would prevent the De-
partment of Defense from cutting other 
military programs. It simply is com-
mon sense to bring our troops home 
now and not wait. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to quote 
from a January 20, 2012, New York 
Times article by Matthew Rosenberg, 
titled, ‘‘Afghanistan’s Soldiers Step Up 
Killings of Allied Forces’’: 

‘‘American and other coalition forces 
here are being killed in increasing 
numbers by the very Afghan soldiers 
they fight alongside and train, in at-
tacks motivated by deep-seated ani-
mosity between the supposedly allied 
forces, according to American and Af-
ghan officers and a classified coalition 
report obtained by The New York 
Times.’’ 

Mr. Rosenberg further states in his 
article, ‘‘A decade into the war in Af-
ghanistan, the report makes clear that 
these killings have become the most 
visible symptom of a far deeper ail-
ment plaguing the war effort: the con-
tempt each side holds for the other, 
never mind the Taliban. The ill will 

and mistrust run deep among civilians 
and militaries on both sides, raising 
questions about what future role the 
U.S. and its allies can expect to play in 
Afghanistan.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, more important than 
the money are the young men and 
women who are sacrificing their lives, 
limbs, and families by serving in a cor-
rupt nation led by a corrupt leader. 

Beside me, Mr. Speaker, is a poster 
that I have been bringing to the floor 
from time to time of a young soldier 
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, who 
is sitting in a wheelchair with both 
legs gone and an arm gone, with his 
lovely wife standing beside his wheel-
chair showing him their new apart-
ment. 

How many more young men and 
women have to die? How many more 
young men and women have to lose 
their legs, their arms? And the sad part 
about it is that, as history has shown, 
no great nation in the history of the 
world has ever changed Afghanistan; 
and we’re not going to change it either. 
History has proven that fact time and 
time again. It is time to bring our 
troops home from Afghanistan. 

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I want 
to tell the story of my visit to Walter 
Reed, which is in Bethesda, Maryland. 
A young Marine corporal from Camp 
Lejeune, which I have the privilege to 
represent, said to me, with his mom in 
the room: Why don’t we come home, 
Congressman? Why don’t we come 
home? 

It is time that this administration 
and this Congress say to the American 
people: We’re not going to wait until 
2014 to bring our troops home. We’re 
going to start bringing them home in 
2013. 

And with that, Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I ask God to please bless our men 
and women in uniform. I ask God to 
please bless the families who have 
given a loved one dying for freedom in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. And I will close 
by asking God three times: God, please, 
God, please, God, please continue to 
bless America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 14 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. ELLMERS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 
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